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Tax past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history 
extends far into the shadowy and unknown; our early and romantic past has the merit of being known 
and truly related; everything which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and 
intelligent inquirer. We have now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in the light of 
preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed; to few, comparatively, are 
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torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for the amusement 
and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from printed accounts 
what things were done, but who can also thus learn how they were done. 

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken by competent artists from the 
originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable labor and trouble have been expendod 
in collecting together the varied materials here presented; but it has been with the Editors a “labor 
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit. 

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public, and a fifth edition being 
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will create increased interest in tho 
volume, J. JAY SMITH, 

JOHN F. WATSON. 


*,” Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant 
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not 
be found on the plates. 
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Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this worl: that the first would not be 
reprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly 
interesting additions have been made, 


Pumanecrina, October, 1860, 
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